
Port Moody Curling Club
Special Board Meeting
DATE:  January 18, 2022
TIME:   5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

LOCATION: Home via Zoom online link

1. Call to order: Earlene Graham called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m.

Those in attendance:  Earlene Graham -Chair, Mary Dyk, Jane Lawton, Lindsay Graf, Anne
Girbav, Barry Ayers, Mim Quigley-Metcalf, Carol Volpatti and Gail Burak.

Absent: Terri Evans

2.  The sole purpose of this meeting was to reconsider the motion passed at the January 10,
2022 Board Meeting in response to a harassment complaint received from the City which
occurred on December 16, 2021 in the PMCC bar/lounge area.

The original motion as it was passed:

Anne Girbav moved that we suspend the 6 people, who were involved in the December
16, 2021 bar/lounge area incident, for 2 weeks starting January 17th from all league play
as they are in contravention of PMCC Bylaws, Section 2.5 c “or on the determination of
the Board’’, seconded by Carol Volpatti.

The vote was taken, 7 directors voted in favour, Gail Burak and Mary Dyk abstained, the
motion passed.

Earlene advised the Board that the 6 members involved had now come forward and have sent
emails explaining their side of what occurred.  The explanatory emails were sent to the directors
of the Board by Earlene so that we all now have the full picture.  The emails were sent marked
as “confidential” and are to remain as such.

Earlene asked that the directors state any additional comments they may have, over and above
what has already been discussed, other directors were asked to save their comments/questions
until after each director has spoken, then the Board will decide how to go forward.

The following additional comments were made:

-Some directors felt that the emails from the group seemed to point to what others had done
wrong but did not acknowledge what they had done wrong.



-Nothing in the emails was convincing enough for some directors to change their vote since the
emails indicate that something occurred.

-Other directors felt that since they did apologize the 2-week suspension from all league play
was excessive and should be reduced.

-Other directors felt that a suspension was not warranted and that a reminder be sent to the
members and league presidents confirming that the bar/lounge area closes at 11:00 pm, unless
contractually revised, and the premises must be vacated at this time.

-The Board did not have all of the information at the January 10th meeting, now that we do, it
was suggested that a 1-week suspension from the Thursday Night Mixers league only should be
considered as more appropriate.

Reconsideration of the January 10, 2022 motion by the Board:

The proposed amended motion is:

Anne Girbav moved that as a consequence of the incident at the PMCC Bar on December
16, 2021 and as per the PMCC Harassment & Bullying policy and the City’s Code of
Conduct policy, the 6 members involved will be suspended from league play in the
Thursday Night Mixers League on Thursday, January 20, 2022, seconded by Carol
Volpatti.

Discussion:

To avoid similar issues in the future, the feeling was that the Club needs to clarify and clearly
communicate through signage and last call procedures when the bar/lounge area will be closed.

Leagues are aware that their contracts end at 11:00 p.m., maybe we need to reinforce this with
the league reps. and they with their members.

Generally, the directors were concerned that members who are adults were outside drinking
alcohol and they should be aware it is against the law in BC, it is not a grey area.

The City lets us use their facility and use their liquor license at the sole benefit of the PMCC.
We run the bar and the City does not benefit financially from the bar at all. The curling club
members are the only users, if the City closes the bar the club would suffer severe financial
losses.

Some directors advocated for no suspension after seeing the members’ acknowledgement of
wrong decisions and apologies as being sufficient.



Some directors wanted to make it clear the bartender’s actions are a totally separate issue, and
not an excuse for the behaviour.   The bar manager will be contacted regarding this incident.

The issues to consider tonight are the treatment of the City worker and the alcohol consumed
outside of the bar licensed area.

The vote was called:

6 directors voted in favour, Mary Dyk, Gail Burak and Terri Evans voted against, the
motion passed.

The directors expect that only the people involved will be contacted and told that if there is any
similar behaviour they will be immediately suspended and not just from one league.

We hope the curlers involved will accept this consequence and we can all move forward to
enjoy the rest of the season.

Earlene, PMCC President will write a letter on behalf of the Board which will immediately be
sent only to the 6 curlers involved.  A copy of the letter will also be sent to Jim Lacroix Manager
of Recreation Services City of Port Moody but will not identify the 6 curlers by name.

Final comments were that we feel the decision is a reasonable compromise due to the
apologies and shows the City we value their workers, we feel it is necessary that we carry
forward with the suspension.

COVID Update:  Carol Volpatti

Carol advised that the Bar/Lounge is closed to the PMCC until February 16, 2022.
COVID update - We are not recommending any changes to current COVID guidance within the
PMCC.   Masks are not mandatory on the ice, it’s personal choice and on ice play is unchanged.
The explanation from Dr. Henry is that there has been low transmission from league play of all
sports and we need to have this type of outlet during the pandemic.

Meeting Adjourned at 6:20 p.m.


